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The UK’s electricity network is one of the most reliable in the world. Under the government’s  
Electricity Market Reform (EMR), investment is to be targeted at decarbonising and securing the  
UK’s electricity supply, at the lowest possible cost to the consumer.  

Providing the grid with an operational reserve of power is one way of ensuring security of supply.  
Suncredit is committed to developing local generation sites that will help keep the lights on.

Over the past decade Suncredit has successfully contributed to the diversification of the UK’s energy mix by 
developing solar farms across the country. The contribution of all renewables to UK electricity generation was 
14.9% in 2013, 19.1% in 2014 and estimated 24.7% in 2015.  

As the proportion of renewable energy rises, smart management of supply and demand becomes increasingly 
important. Suncredit’s Power Balancing services are an effective way of helping to ensure security of supply for 
the future.

Suncredit’s Power Balancing services offers the grid network reserve 
electricity when it is needed most. This is referred to as short term  
operating reserve (STOR). 
 
STOR can be provided by relatively simple gas, diesel or battery  
systems. STOR units respond rapidly, generating electricity within less 
than 5 minutes’ notice and they operate for short periods, typically  
for a maximum of 2 hours. 

These complimentary technologies are designed to help ‘balance’  
the grid and play a vital role during times of high demand or unplanned  
network outages.

Suncredit work closely with our partner landowners to design the right project, in the right place. Site  
requirements are relatively simple and include: 

• Approximately 1 acre of land
• Relatively flat topography
• Reasonably well drained
• Good access to the local highway
• Suitable distance to an appropriate grid connection  

If you would like to find out more about what we do, landowner rental values, or simply to discuss our approach 
to development generally, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. A member of our team will be happy to meet 
with you and go through the options.

Suncredit take projects from inception to implementation; managing all site validation, assessment, connections, 
planning and development processes in house.  

It can take up to six months for construction to begin as a number of things need to happen:

Consenting 
phase 6 
months

Supporting clean energy

Suncredit’s Power Balancing Services

What makes a good site?

How do we do it?

Site validation & initial assessment

Landlord commercial arrangements

Detailed site assessments & consultations

Planning application

Planning and design work

Construction complete, Power Balancing operational 

Liaison with the grid operators

Grid assessment and formal application

Grid design and commercial terms

Construction phase
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Suncredit’s Power Balancing (PB) services are designed to 
support the UK electricity grid at times of stress. Suncredit’s 
PB services do this in two main ways:

1. By providing standby support to the grid at times of high 
demand, for example during winter evenings when solar 
output drops and domestic consumption rises.

2. By generating electricity quickly, for short periods at times 
of emergency, for example when a large power station 
fails unexpectedly. 

At these times PB sites generate electricity very quickly but 
operate only for very short periods, typically for less than 
two hours.

The maximum size of a typical site is 1 acre, excluding any 
access routes or underground grid connection cabling. 

There are a number of things that need to happen before a 
PB site can be completed and connected to the local grid, 
typical timings are as follows:

Detailed site assessments 4-8 weeks

Planning application and determination 8 weeks

Managing & installing grid connections 8 weeks

Construction phase 16-24 weeks

48 weeks

PB sites will typically operate for 15 years. Prior to 
construction starting, a decommissioning strategy will 
be agreed in writing with the local planning authority. The 
strategy will cover how infrastructure is to be removed, 
recycled and disposed of and, how the land will be restored 
to its original condition.

Due to the relatively small size of PB sites, landscape 
impacts are typically very limited and localised. Landscape 
and visual impacts can also be mitigated with the use of 
screening bunds and ‘living’ walls or hedges. 

PB sites will typically gain planning permission for a 
temporary period of 15 years, therefore visual impacts 
are reversible.

Yes. PB sites operate gas reciprocating engines which do 
emit noise when in use. Careful site selection is essential to 
ensure an appropriate location is used. Noise levels can be 
managed and mitigated through the use of noise bunds and 
acoustic walls. 

Ultimately, planning authorities have control over the 
acceptability of noise levels and will determine planning 
applications accordingly.

It is highly unlikely that a well-designed PB site will have any 
signifi cant impact on local hydrology or increase the risk of 
fl ooding. However, it is standard practice to consult with the 
Environment Agency and the local drainage board early-on 
in the process to ensure appropriate design.

Suncredit typically rent land from landowners to build PB 
sites. Rental values are dependent on site specifi cs and 
overall site size. Rental payments are typically paid quarterly 
and are index linked. 

If you would like to fi nd out more about rental values or, 
speak to a member of the Suncredit Power Balancing team 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch using the details below.

Suncredit will own and operate the PB site. PB sites are 
remotely operated, no permanent staffi ng or continuous 
access is required other than for maintenance and repair. 

1. What is Power Balancing (PB)?  

2. How much land does a PB site need?  

3. How long does it take to develop a PB site?   

5. What happens at the end of a PB site’s life? 

6. What are the landscape impacts?

7. Do PB sites emit noise? 

8. Do PB sites increase the risk of fl ooding?  

9. How do Suncredit pay landowners for PB sites?  

4. Who owns and manages a PB site?
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